
 
 

 
 

 

Vending Machine Electronic Registry: Are you in compliance? You have until 

April 30, 2017 to do so. 
By:  María Adorno 
 

On January 30, 2017, the Permits Management Office (“OGPE” for its Spanish acronym) issued 

Administrative Order No. 2017-01 stating that until April 30th, 2017, no penalties will be imposed to 

owners of vending machines that have not been registered at OGPE.  Nevertheless, the vending 

machines must be registered by this date to avoid penalties (which range from $500 to $5,000 per 

violation).  This Special Bulletin summarizes the main provisions of the “Vending Machine Electronic 

Registry Act” (“Act 217-2014”) regarding the required registration sticker. 

 

The electronic sticker was required to be affixed to all vending machines following the enactment of Act 

217-2014 which, among other things, established that a registration sticker must be fixed to each 

individual vending machine subject to the registry established by the Act (the “Registry”).  The 

provisions of the Registry were effective 180 days after the approval of Act 217-2014.  That is, since June 

2015 all vending machines are required to be duly registered and identified with the registration sticker.  

 

The vending machines subject to the Registry are:  

 

• Machines that dispense snacks or meals, drinks, candy, toys, movies or video games rentals, 

cigarettes, among others, in exchange for coins, bills, or any credit.  These also include machines 

that dispense information related to weight, health, horoscope and other entertainment-related 

information in exchange for coins, bills, or any credit.  

• Automated Teller Machines or ATMs.  

• Jukeboxes, pool tables, mechanical or electronic amusement machines or devices operated with 

coins or tokens, or video games for children and youth when the ability or skill of the player 

significantly affects the outcome of the game.  

• Electronic video and arcade machines operated with coins or tokens with violent or sexual 

content, when the skills or abilities of the player significantly affect the outcome of the game.  

• Adult Entertainment Machines, as such term is defined in Act No. 11 of August 22, 1933, as 

amended, better known as the “Games of Chance Act.” 

 

OGPE provides the registration sticker and it includes the following: 

 

• A unique identification number for the vending machine 

• Name of the facility (store, building) where the vending machine has been authorized 

• Exact location of the vending machine within the authorized facility 



• Licenses and certifications required to operate the vending machine (municipal license, use 

permit, including date of issuance, effectiveness and expiration) 

• Name and telephone of the owner of the vending machine 

 

Note that although the registration of the vending machine and issuance of the registration sticker is 

required to be made only once for each vending machine, additional charges may apply if the vending 

machine changes ownership or is relocated.  The registration fee is $10 for new registration and 

replacement of sticker (in case of mutilation) and $5 to notify a change of ownership or relocation of the 

machine.  Change of ownerships, relocations and replacements of machines must be notified within 7 

days of change.  The registration sticker should be placed in a visible location of the vending 

machine.  New vending machines should be registered within 30 days of installation. 

 

It is very important to notice that if the vending machines are not registered, OGPE may impose 

penalties ranging from $500 to $5,000 per each violation, and up to $20,000 if repeated.  The 

registration must be made through OGPE’s online portal Unified System of Permits (“SIP” for its Spanish 

acronym, https://ogpe.pr.gov/freedom/).  However, at the moment, this website is available only in 

Spanish (as well as the registration manual and the applicable regulations). 

 

 ATBA Comments 

 

It is very important to identify if the machines that you own are considered a “vending machine” for 

purposes of the Registry.  Be aware, machines that do not dispense items specifically listed in the Act 

may still be classified as a “vending machine” for Registry purposes under the “catch all provision” of the 

Act and will be subject to the Registry.  For instance, a machine that sells electronic gadgets in exchange 

for coins, bills or any credit, for example, will be required to register because, although it is not 

specifically included in the vending machines “subject to the Registry” list mentioned above, they fall in 

the “catch-all provision” (“among others”) of the Act.  Contact us if you are uncertain if the machines 

that you operate are subject to the Registry or should require assistance with the registration of vending 

machines. 
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